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EHE‘Y@UTH DEPARTUENT OF THE CHIKESE MOSLEM ASSOCIATION

The Youth Department, an integral part of the Chinese loslem
Assoclation, was insugurated in Telpei on July 13, 1952, in response
to the call made by President Chlang on March 29 for unification of
all young people, according to SHIH Tzu-chou B - ¥ ), Honorary
Chalrman of the Board of the Assoclatlon and Nationel Pollcy
Advisor, snd CHYANG Tzu-hsuan (% F ), religious leader for Tal-
pel district. The predecessor of the Youth Department was the
Youth Committes, which came into existence at Chungking during the
Sino~Japanese war.

There used to be quite & large number of Moslems on Formosaj;
however, fifty years of Japanese occupation end lack of outside
contact have drastically weakened thelr rellgious faith. A&
present there 1s only a handful of germuine Formosan Moslems, Over
30% of the four thousand odd Moslems now on Formosa are malnlanders,
and about two-thlrds are young people. According to a recent
registration drive in the southern part of this 1sland, of the 721
registered up to July 26 over 50% {including 12 returned students
end 125 army, naval, and alr officers) are college and technleal
school graduates, over 607 are between 20 and 35 years of age, and
about one-third are femmles. Tusse figures cannot be consldered
conclusive since the reglstration drlve has not come to an end .
However, one thing 1s quite certalns that is, a hizgh percentage
of the young Hoslems sre milltary mene.

Hajor CHIANG Kuo-chunz (A6 Bl @) and YANG Lien-chung (B0 4,
both staff members of thwe Youth Depsrtment, emphaslzed that whatever
policles are lald down by the Government relating to the uniflcation
of young people would be followed falthfully by the Youth Depsar tment
{n additlon to the propagatlon of the Islamlc falth among young
Moslems. In other worda, the Youth Department would opsrate wlthin
the framework of the Islamic Assoclation in helping the Government
atrengthen youth unification and would accept Government pollicles
as 1ts own. The Youth Department with 1Its headquarters established
in Taipel is headed by Lieutmnant-General MA Ch'eng-hslang &E 8 8«
as Chief Secretary, under whom there are 19 staff members in charge
of different activitiss. Their tenure of offlice is two years.

i was Dorn In Chiin.nal Province in 1915. He graquated from
the Army College at Hanking, speclallzing in cavalry, Iis has
been a battallon, re:iment and aruy commander. Ils flied the
Chinese Communist occupation of Sinkiang, coming to Formosa
vie Pakisten, India, ilecca, Irag and the Philippines. lle is ’
Kuomlntang member. ‘
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AS the Youth Department is just beginning to functlon, grajactl'
such as selecting young lMoslems to apply for scholarshlps of fered by
the Egyptlan and Turklsh Covernments, employment services, flnanclsal
ald to Moslem students, strengthening religlous tles, etc., are ‘
st111 in the planning stage. At present therse have been tentatively
astablished four sectlons in the Youth Department: Business, Or- -
genization, Education, and Publlc Service. A branch oiTlce of the
Youth Department was set up at Kaohsiung on July 27. Other branches
will be eatablished in the course of time st Telchung and Telfung.

The Moslems are well-known for thelr ssprit de corps, and
Chinese lloslems are generslly regarded as aEEn to other Noslems the
world over. Chins has a reported loslem population of fifty million,
roughly one-ninth of the total Chinese population. ioat of them
are spread over the northern and nor thwestern parts of China malin-
1and. Te Chinese lloslems, although considered a separate race,
are actually no different from ordinary Chinese except in thelir way
of 1ife. For centuries they have been at odds with the Chinese
central government. During the Sino-Japanese war, General PAL
Chung=hsl (fg 4% § ), head of the Association and Vice=Chairman of
the Chlnese Government Hilltary Strategy Advisory Committee, with. .
Government backing, succeeded to some extent in sbsorbing quite a
large munber of ioslems into the Chinese loalem Association under
the anti-Japanese banner. However, lt mey be recalled that Pal was
then branded by some Moslems as & betrayer of Islasm because of hls
unconditional sdherence to the Chinese Governmente Pal 1s undls-
putedly & strong leadsr of the Chinese lMoslemsa, but by no means

the only one. In the fight agalnat Conmunism, the Govermment 1s
once more appealing for unification of all Chinese people, and the
Gensral once agein comes to the fore 1in activating the Moslem
Assoclation and in organizing the Moslems. It must ce admnlitted
that & successful unification of Moslems under the anti=-Communist
benner would greatly further the antl-Communist cause, aspecially
in the matter of foreign relations with Moslem countries and in the
ovent of a counterattack azainst the mainland. It would be an
easy matter for the Youth Department to band together all young
tloslems now on Formosa; how effective 1t willl be as a link between
the Covernment and mainland HMoslems remains to be seen in splte of
the fact that iohasmedanism is Incompatible wlth Communlsm. Tais
is exactly the task the You'' Department has set for itself.
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